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WELCOME ADDRESS BY THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR 
DURING THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR SOCCER CHALLENGE 

LIVE DRAW AND SPORT AWARDS  
05 FEBRUARY 2010 

 MODIMOLLE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY [O.R. TAMBO 
HALL] 

 

Programme Director,  Mr. Matlomola Morake, 
The Mayor of Modimolle, Cde. Kgaretja Lekalakala, 
Mayors present, 
Portfolio Councillors on Sport led by Cllr. Makhafola, 
Municipal Managers, 
Representatives of SAFA, 
Our Soccer Legend, Pollen Ndlanya, 
Senior Officials from both sector departments and 
municipalities, 
Representatives from the Limpopo Academy of Sport, 
Representatives of Local Football Associations, 
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
THOBELA, GOOD EVENING ONCE MORE 

 
Programme Director, we are in 2010. In six months time 
starting from the 11th June the world`s most popular sport will 
be played in South Africa. The eyes of billions of football lovers 
in the whole world will be focusing on the Southern tip of 
Africa for 2010 FIFA World Cup which we will be hosting. 
 
As the Waterberg District, we have been allocated two Public 
viewing Areas (PVA`s) which is Lephalale and Bela Bela. We are 
confident that come June this PVA`s will be up and running.   
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The Waterberg District Executive Mayoral Soccer Challenge, 
which was launched in January 2009, is one of the initiatives 
aimed at promoting football and in a way mobilising 
communities for the 2010 FIFA World Cup. 
 
Programme Director, 
 
We are today gathering here for a draw of football clubs to 
participate in this august tournament. We are also recognising 
athletes from various sporting codes who participated nationally 
and internationally wearing the cap of Waterberg District. We 
are really proud of them for putting us on the map.  
 
 
Programme Director, if you once played football and you were 
good at it like me, no matter how old and fragile you can be and 
feel, you will always think you can do better than a professional 
player who misses on an open goal opportunity, on the other 
hand people who like swearing and cursing players when 
watching the game, most of them never played football in their 
life time, not even street football. 
 
Football plays an important role world wide as is not only an 
entertaining tool, but has become a successful business that 
generates billions of rands annually. It has taken many families 
out of poverty life to stardom. 
 
Some of the professional players, whom we know, come from 
poor and disadvantaged backgrounds but they did not allow this 
aspect to deter their hopes and ambitions of getting to the top 
through hard work and dedication, and they are today world 
stars and top earners. 
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As residents of the Waterberg District, we all know the legacy of 
the past where our rural areas were neglected and sport facilities 
not provided to our people. As government, we are working 
hard to address this injustice. Together with our communities 
and partners in sport, can do more to overcome this challenge. 

 

The municipality has during the Inaugural Executive Mayor 

Soccer Challenge, successfully brought together a total number 

of 142 clubs and 3 124 players within the Waterberg District to 

partake in this competition. Through this tournament, we 

managed to identify talented young stars whom some of them 

are recruited by professional teams. I`m very happy to announce 

to you that one of the players who is a product of this 

tournament was given an offer by Costa Do Sol Football Club 

in Mozambique, Maputo. We therefore expect more from this 

second occurrence. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, as the district, the Office of the 

Executive Mayor in particular, went to an extent of even 

increasing the incentives of the tournament in order to maximise 

participation. We however, are going to apply strict measures as 

far as conditions regarding the utilisation of the prize monies 

received. We want to ensure that the prizes received by various 

participating teams are strictly utilised for sport development. 

We want avoid a situation whereby Club managers and or 

owners direct the funds into their coffers for their personal 

benefit.  
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We have to take into consideration that sport is a tool that could 

be used to address the social ills faced by our youth which 

include drug, alcohol abuse and teenage pregnancy.  

Sport takes both young and elderly off the streets and teaches 

discipline. I therefore appeal to the youth of our district to take 

sport seriously and dedicate their time to play football if they 

want to follow the footsteps of David Beckham, Lucas Radebe, 

Zinadine Zidane, Christiano Ronaldo, Ronaldhino and Pollen 

Ndlanya who is also in our midst. 

 

In the same breath, we encourage our youth, in particular soccer 

players to also focus on their studies so as to acquire skills that 

will help them have something to fall back should they 

experience problems during their football career.  

 

Programme Director as the district municipality we are prepared 

to direct more resources in the next financial year which will 

focus on sport development. Without the necessary resources 

we will not have a talent to nurture and a pool of players to 

select for putting the district on the map in as far as sporting is 

concerned. 

We want to also call upon the Limpopo Sport Academy to 

organise district capacity building workshops targeting youth to 

deliberate on issues related to sport development.  
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I`m of the opinion that the academy will go all out to fundraise 

and ensure that such programmes are organised for the benefit 

of our disadvantaged youth. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, development remains a priority for the 

ANC led government, as a result we will continue to ensure that 

our youth are well aware of the value and significance they can 

bring to the renewed fight against poverty. We will therefore 

continue to include them in all our activities and explore all the 

avenues of teaching them life skills and the importance of living 

a healthy and productive lifestyle.  

 

We will continue to create opportunities for them to participate 

in all sporting activities, irrespective of their abilities. 

 

The President of the African National Congress (ANC) Cde. 

Jacob Zuma in his January 8 Statement, said “football is more 

than just a game, it is a great unifying force and in the 

words of Madiba, can help us uphold the values of 

tolerance, inclusiveness, non-racialism and peace that are 

dear to all of us today”. 

  

I want to once more take this opportunity to wish all of the best 

to all the clubs that are going to participate in this year`s august 

tournament.  
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We will also gather in this fashion after the finale match to 

congratulate the best performed clubs and heroes of the 

Waterberg District 2010 Executive Mayor Soccer Challenge. I’m 

confident that among the participating players, there are bright 

future stars who will pave the way for Waterberg to be recorded 

in the history books as the first district that produced many 

professional soccer players ever. 

 

In Conclusion Programme Director, I want to invite all of you 

to the live draw of this tournament and the award giving 

ceremony of players who represented the district at National 

and International level on various sporting codes. 

I want to once again congratulate them on their hard work and 

commitment. We trust they will continue to be the best 

examples of the Waterberg District sportsmen and women. 

‘Football is like life, it requires perseverance, self denial, 

hard work, sacrifice, dedication and respect for authority’ 

so said one of the respected coaches, Vince Lormbardi. Without 

these qualities, one will never reach the mountain top of his or 

her desires. 

 

I THANK YOU !! KE A LEBOGA 

 


